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Lady Minto to Lady Malmesbury.

'September 19.

fi The society here is as easy as possible, and nothing
is thought odd or strange, so that one may do as one
likes. There is no gossip, but a great deal of good na-
ture and a great desire of obliging. The society we
have at our elbow at Hacken is certainly the best here.
Madame Kinsky is universally beloved for the very un-
common sweetness of her character and her real desire
to serve her friends in every way possible, besides being
admired for her beauty. She is uncommonly handsome
with engaging manners, and perfectly free from self-
consciousness. Princess Lichnowsky is extremely clever,
but reckoned satirical. I don't see it; she sees things
as 'they are, not en beau, and likes a little ridicule.
Madame Eosamowsky is most uncommonly clever, and
her conversation is in such perfect language it might
all be written down. She is in great poverty, and her
health always as bad as possible, though her spirits are
good, and she lives just like other people. Her husband
is banished by Paul to his estate, but he lives in hopes
of his being allowed to return here.1 She says she is
very fond of him, which people say is in reality im-
possible. They have all excellent hearts, but their
heads are full of romance; every individual here has
a story which might make a novel.'

At a later date she wrote, c I begin now to know a

1 One of the first acts of Alexander was to reappoinfc him to Vienna.